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CDF FRAP develops surface fuel maps by translating vegetation data from a variety of sources into stylized fuel '
characteristics models used to predict fire behavior. This process, known as “cross walking,” translates information

on plant species, crown cover and tree size into 13 standard and 6 custom fire behavior models. The crosswalk process
uses other factors, such as watershed boundaries, slope, aspect and elevation, to furthur refine vegetation/fuel model
relationships. Finally, fire perimeter data are used to update fuel model characteristics based on “time since last
burned”, to account for both initial changes in fuels resulting from fuel consumption by the fire and for vegetation
regrowth. For a detailed description of the data and methods please visit

http: //frap.cdf.ca.gov/data/fire_data/fuels/fuelsfr.html.
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